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SUBJECT: TUNISIAN-LIB YAN SHELF DISPUTE-OWNERSHIP OF NORTROLL 
DRILLING RIG 

REF: TUNIS 2466 

NORWEGIAN SHIPPING COMPANY GOTAAS-LARSEN, WHICH IS SUBSIDIARY OF 
IU INTERNATIONAL OF US, HAS LARGE INTEREST IN NORTROLL. 
GOTAAS-LARSEN OFFICE IN OSLO ADVISES THAT NORTROLL, WHICH 
FLIES NORWEGIAN FLAG, IS LAID UP IN SPAIN. TUNISIA HAS EXPRESSED 
POSSIBLE INTEREST IN LEASING RIG, BUT NO DRILLING CONTRACT 
HAS BEEN SIGNED, RIG IS NOT PREPARING TO DRILL, AND DISCUSSIONS 
WITH TUNISIA HAVE NOT GONE BEYOND EXPLORATORY STAGE. GOTAAS- 
LARSEN ADVISES THAT IT HAS UNDERTAKEN DRILLING CONTRACTS IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THE PAST WITHOUT USING AMERICAN CREW, ALTHOUGH AMERICANS ARE 
GENERALLY INVOLVED. 
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